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Royal IHC to build four new vessels for 
DEME  

Press release –  6 September 2018 

Royal IHC has secured a contract from Belgium-based DEME for the design and build of 

four new vessels. The order consists of a copy of the recently delivered 8,400m3 trailing 

suction hopper dredger (TSHD) SCHELDT RIVER, a 2,300m3 TSHD, and two 3,500m3 split 

barges. The SCHELDT RIVER was delivered in 2017 and due to its innovative design has won 

several awards: it has, for example, won the ‘DPC Innovation Award’ for the world’s first 

LNG-powered dredging vessel, and is currently nominated for the ‘KNVTS Ship of the Year’ 

award. Since its delivery, the vessel has been operating continuously on several projects in 

Europe. 

 

The compact design of the 2,300m3 TSHD is characterised by a small draught and can be 

deployed for projects in shallow water worldwide. The two split barges are based on the 

IHC standard split trail 3,500 design. The ease and speed of disposal makes them highly 

attractive for use in combination with backhoe dredgers, grab hopper dredgers and CSDs 

such as the SPARTACUS, which is currently being built by IHC in Krimpen aan den IJssel, The 

Netherlands.  

 

Dave Vander Heyde, CEO of Royal IHC: “IHC is proud that DEME has ordered four highly 

competitive new vessels. With this order, the number of trailing suction hopper dredgers 

in the fleet of DEME, designed and built by IHC, adds up to 21. The partnership with DEME 

has proven to be successful in the past, and we are pleased to continue our partnership 

with them by adding more value and technical capabilities to their advanced fleet.”  

 
“This order once again signifies our ongoing commitment to operate the most modern, 
versatile and environmental friendly fleet in the industry,” says Alain Bernard, CEO and 
Director of DEME. “With our multi-year fleet investment programme we are driving new 
levels of performance, further enhancing the capacity of our fleet, and providing our 
clients with flexible solutions for dredging and reclamation projects in various 
environments.” 
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Press release –  6 September 2018 

Note for the editors, not for publication:  

 

Profile Royal IHC 

In an ever-changing political and economic landscape, Royal IHC enables its customers to 

execute complex projects from sea level to ocean floor in the most challenging of maritime 

environments. 

We are a reliable supplier of innovative and efficient equipment, vessels and services for 

the offshore, dredging and wet mining markets. With a history steeped in Dutch 

shipbuilding since the mid-17th Century, we have in-depth knowledge and expertise of 

engineering and manufacturing high-performance integrated vessels and equipment, and 

providing sustainable services. From our head office in The Netherlands and with 3,000 

employees working from sites and offices on a global basis, we are able to ensure a local 

presence and support on every continent. 

Dredging operators, oil and gas corporations, offshore contractors, mining houses and 

government authorities all over the world benefit from IHC’s high-quality solutions and 

services. With our commitment to technological innovation, in which sustainability and 

safety are key, we strive to continuously meet the specific needs of each customer in a 

rapidly evolving world.  

 

For more information on Royal IHC, visit www.royalihc.com 

 

For more information please contact:  

Ms Eveline Bos 

Manager Communications 

T + 31 88 015 4585  

M + 31 6 20 25 13 23  

e.bos@royalihc.com  
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