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Tuesday, 15 September 2026 

Royal IHC and Naval Group sign first order for 

the new Orka-class submarines 

Today, Royal IHC and Naval Group signed an initial contract covering the on-board 

accommodation module for the Royal Netherlands Navy’s new Orka-class submarines in the 

framework of the Replacement of the Netherlands Submarine Capability (RNSC) Programme.  

 

As part of the contract, Royal IHC will contribute to the design of the living quarters on board the 

new submarines. In a subsequent phase, Royal IHC will also be involved in the production and 

installation of these quarters within the modules. 

 

Royal IHC is one of the partners within Team ORKA, the growing network of Dutch companies that 

are contributing to the construction of the new Orka-class, and brings to the project experience in 

complex maritime projects, combined with specialist craftsmanship for high-quality on-board 

modules. 

 

This cooperation aligns with the Industrial Cooperation Agreement (ICA) signed by Naval Group with 

the Ministry of Economic Affairs, and underlines the role of Dutch maritime expertise and 

manufacturing capacity in the realisation of the Orka-class submarines. It also promotes 

collaboration and knowledge exchange between the Dutch and French maritime industries. 

 

“The signing of this contract is an important milestone for Royal IHC,” says Eric Gret, Director of 

Defence at Royal IHC. “Naval Group’s confidence in our expertise and manufacturing capabilities 

confirms the strength of our organisation. We are proud to be contributing to the Orka-class 

submarines and look forward with confidence to our continued future collaboration with Naval 

Group in the construction of complete modules.” 

 

“For Naval Group, collaboration with Dutch industrial partners is a key part of the programme,” says 

Mark Donderwinkel, Country Director Netherlands at Naval Group. “Royal IHC brings proven maritime 

expertise and experience in complex projects. This first contract represents an important step in our 

joint commitment to providing modern, reliable and future-proof submarine capability for the Royal 

Netherlands Navy.” 
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With this contract, Royal IHC is strengthening its position as a Dutch maritime technology partner in 

the defence sector. The collaboration with Naval Group demonstrates how specialist knowledge 

from the Dutch maritime industry is contributing to the new generation of submarines for the Royal 

Netherlands Navy. 
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Note for the editors, not for publication:  

Royal IHC is a leading supplier of maritime technology and determined to play a leading role in 

making the maritime industry more efficient and sustainable.  

 

Anchored in the rich Dutch maritime history, Royal IHC continues to build on its position as a leading 

provider of maritime technology and craftsmanship. With the right expertise on board and driven by 

innovation, Royal IHC offers a clear competitive advantage to its global clients in the dredging, 

offshore, mining and defence industries.  

 

Through its equipment, ships and services, Royal IHC delivers reliable, integrated solutions to 

increase customers' operational efficiency and enable more sustainable solutions. In an ever 

changing world, our goal remains to find the smartest and safest way forward for both our customers 

and Royal IHC employees.  

 

For more information, please contact: press@royalihc.com  

 

This press release can also be found on our website www.royalihc.com 

 


