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Press release – 9 May 2015 
 

Royal IHC successfully launches 5,500m³ trailing 
suction hopper dredger ILEMBE for TNPA 
 
The naming and launch ceremony of the 5,500m³ trailing suction hopper dredger (TSHD) 
ILEMBE took place on Saturday 9 May 2015 at Royal IHC’s shipyard in Kinderdijk, The 
Netherlands. The dredger is being built for Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA), the 
national port authority of South Africa. The ceremony was performed by Ms Lunga Ngcobo, 
General Manager Corporate Affairs at TNPA.  
 
IHC was selected as the supplier after a successful submission into an open tender process for 
what will be the largest dredging vessel of its kind operating in the country. The contract for the 
design, construction and delivery of the vessel was signed between TNPA and IHC in March 
2014. The keel was laid on 8 January 2015 at Kinderdijk and the vessel will be delivered to its 
homeport at Durban in early 2016. 
 
“We value the long history of cooperation between TNPA and our company. TNPA has 
expressed great confidence in the quality and reliability of IHC’s products,” says IHC’s Executive 
Director Shipbuilding Fer Tummers. “TNPA required a highly reliable dredger, resulting in low-
maintenance requirements, an excellent dredging performance, high workability and high levels 
of safety.” 
 
The new TSHD will join TNPA’s existing fleet of IHC-built vessels, which includes the 4,200m3 
TSHD ISANDLWANA (delivered in 2010) and the grab hopper dredger ITALENI (delivered in 
2014). The new dredger will be deployed to work mainly in the international seaports of South 
Africa, but may also be deployed elsewhere on the continent. 
 
As one of the five operating divisions of Transnet SOC Ltd., TNPA is responsible for the safe, 
effective and efficient economic functioning of the South African national port system. It 
manages eight commercial ports along the country’s 2,954km coastline in a ‘landlord’ capacity, 
with two main service categories: the provision of port infrastructure; and the provision of 
maritime services such as dredging and marine operations. 
 
As part of the contract with TNPA, IHC will execute a supplier development (SD) plan in order to 
help improve local industry in South Africa. The primary activity within the SD plan is the 
development of a school for dredging operators – which includes the delivery of a dredging 
simulator – where IHC together with TNPA’s maritime school of excellence will setup a long-
standing cooperation for the training of local people. 
 
 
Main features 
Length ................................................................................... approx. 101.5m 
Breadth .................................................................................................  22.4m 
Depth ....................................................................................................  7.5m 
Draught.................................................................................................  6m 
Hopper capacity at highest overflow level ............................................  5,500m³ 
Inside diameter of trailing suction pipe .................................................  900mm 
Dredging depth .....................................................................................  30m 
Total installed power ............................................................. approx.  7,660kW 
Trial speed………………………………………..………………………11.9 knots 
Complement………………………………………………………………26 people 
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Note for the editors, not for publication: 
For more information please contact:     
Ms Kitty de Hey  
Director Strategy and Communication  
IHC Merwede Holding B.V. 
T + 31 78 691 04 51 
M + 31 6 52 03 10 23 
c.dehey@ihcmerwede.com 
www.ihcmerwede.com 
 
 
Profile Royal IHC 
Royal IHC is focused on the continuous development of design and construction activities for 
the specialist maritime sector. It is the global market leader for efficient dredging and mining 
vessels and equipment – with vast experience accumulated over decades – and a reliable 
supplier of innovative ships and supplies for offshore construction.  
 
IHC has in-house expertise for engineering and manufacturing integrated standard and custom-
built vessels, advanced equipment and also providing life-cycle support. This integrated 
systematic approach has helped to develop optimum product performance and long-term 
business partnerships. 
 
The company’s broad customer base includes dredging operators, oil and gas corporations, 
offshore contractors and government authorities.  
 
IHC has over 3,000 employees based at various locations in The Netherlands, Brazil, China, 
Croatia, France, India, Malaysia, the Middle East, Nigeria, Singapore, Slovakia, South Africa, 
the United Kingdom and the United States.   
 
Technological innovation will remain the company’s underlying strength through its continuous 
investment in research and development. Moreover, it helps to safeguard a sustainable 
environment. 
 
For more information on Royal IHC, visit http://www.ihcmerwede.com. 
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